Joseph Keresty III (2009)

Chandler resident Joe Keresty was shocked by a diagnosis of throat and neck cancer nearly two years ago at age 58. He had no symptoms and was an unlikely candidate based on age and lifestyle. His first challenge was sharing the information with his youngest children, ages 9 and 11.

Initially, Keresty came through chemotherapy and radiation treatment with few side effects, but was not so lucky during the second round. He was admitted to Chandler Regional Hospital due to a severe negative response to a new chemo drug, and his condition deteriorated quickly. He was not expected to survive.

“By the grace of God,” says Keresty, he pulled through and started healing, and he reflects now

that it was not his time to “punch out” and leave family behind. After 23 days in the hospital, Keresty was discharged, only to collapse two months later at Chandler Fashion Center, subsequently receiving an additional diagnosis of Valley Fever, which made cancer recovery even more difficult.

Almost a year after Keresty’s first disease-free report, he has his life back. He now has new sense of urgency for the simple things in life, he says: a good wife, a happy home, a closer relationship with friends and associates. As of April 25, 2009 Joe ran the Survivor's Round at Tumbleweed Park, Chandler - Race for Hope.  Joe is a volunteer at the Cancer Center at Ironwood. Go Joe!
